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Dipping Cuttings to Start Clean

Poinsettia growers will remember the 2012 1:g 1 Figure 1. Survival of Bemisia two weeks after dipping the poinsettia cuttings.
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needed to disinfest cuttings, so that growers
can be sure to start with a clean crop every Counting whiteflies on a poinsettia cutting.
year. Vineland researchers are working with
Flowers Canada and the Ontario Ministry
of Agriculture & Food and the Ministry of
Rural Affairs to ger cutting dips on labels.

Why dips?

Reduced risk products such as soaps, oils or
microbes are ideal for this purpose. They'll
kill whiteflies fast and leave minimal
residues so biocontrols can be used almost
immediately after treatment. However,
applying these products the regular way—
by spraying—frequently doesn’t provide the
coverage that's needed for effective control,
especially on the underside of the foliage,
and is also quite labor intensive. Immersion
treatments, or dips, will cover the whole
curting and are easy to integrate into the
workflow before the cuttings are stuck.
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Dipping project at Vineland rooting wedges and placed in a greenhouse
Based on previous research ar the University  under misting, Two weeks later, the num-

of Guelph and preliminary rrials using ber of surviving whiteflies on the cut-
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