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Government of Canada invests over $475,000 in tender fruits and fresh grape research 

 
August 22, 2019 – Vineland Station, Ontario – Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada  

   
Vance Badeway, Member of Parliament for Niagara Centre, and Chris Bittle, Member of 
Parliament for St. Catharines, on behalf of the Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food, announced an investment of up to $476,908 for the Ontario Tender 
Fruit Growers and Fresh Grape Growers to improve fruit quality and availability of tender fruit and 
fresh grape varieties for consumers.  
 
The research project aims to improve Canadian tender fruits such as apricots, peaches, 
nectarines, plums, and pears, for example by extending the growing season and storability. The 
project will also study black knot disease in plums and develop new tender fruit and fresh grape 
varieties. The technical results of the research will be shared with the Canadian tree fruit and 
fresh grape sectors. 
 
This initiative is funded through the Canadian Agricultural Partnership’s AgriScience Program, 
which aims to accelerate the pace of innovation by providing funding and support for pre-
commercial science activities and cutting-edge research that benefits the agriculture and agri-
food sector and Canadians. 

 
Quotes 
 
“Scientific innovation is key to the Ontario tender fruit and fresh grape sector increasing the 
sustainability, competitiveness and profitability of their industry sector. The Government of 
Canada is pleased to announce this federal investment, as it means increased opportunities for 
producers, packers, processors and retailers.”  

- The Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food  
 
"Tender fruit growers represent a very important part of Canada’s agricultural industry. It is 
exciting to see growers work together with researchers at the University of Guelph and Vineland 
Research and Innovation Centre to use scientific research to identify new varieties best suited to 
be grown locally. This investment will not only benefit tender fruit growers as they look to 
maximize their yields, it will also benefit Canadians by ensuring locally grown tender fruit is as 
healthy and delicious as possible – something we will all enjoy.”  

- Vance Badawey, Member of Parliament for Niagara Centre 
  
“This collaboration is a long-term commitment from growers, researchers at University of Guelph 
and Vineland Research and Innovation Centre to bring new varieties of locally grown fruit to 
consumers across Canada. These partnerships have resulted in new growth opportunities that 
not only provide benefit for family farms, but also all of our partners, including marketers, retailers 
and nurseries. We extend our appreciation to Agriculture and Agri -Food Canada for this funding.” 

- Phil Tregunno, Chair, Ontario Tender Fruit Growers  
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
Quick Facts  
 

• In 2018, the farm-gate value for tender fruit and table grapes in Ontario totalled more than $66 
million and over $4 million respectively, for a combined total of more than  $71 million; over 91 
per cent of this fruit is sold through fresh-market sales.  

• The Canadian Agricultural Partnership is a five-year, $3 billion investment by federal, 
provincial and territorial governments to strengthen the agriculture and agri-food sector. 

• The AgriScience Program is a five-year, $338 million initiative which supports leading edge 
discovery, applied science and innovation driven by industry research priorities. 

 
Additional Links  
 
Canadian Agricultural Partnership (Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada) 
AgriScience Program 
Ontario Tender Fruit Growers 
 
Contacts 
 
Justine Lesage 
Press Secretary 
Office of the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food  
justine.lesage@canada.ca  
Mobile: 613-404-1168 
 
Media Relations  
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada  
Ottawa, Ontario  
613-773-7972  
1-866-345-7972 
aafc.mediarelations-relationsmedias.aac@canada.ca  
Follow us on Twitter: @AAFC_Canada  
Like us on Facebook: CanadianAgriculture  
 

https://www5.agr.gc.ca/eng/about-us/key-departmental-initiatives/canadian-agricultural-partnership/?id=1461767369849
https://www5.agr.gc.ca/eng/programs-and-services/agriscience-program-projects/?id=1516993063537
http://www.ontariotenderfruit.ca/
mailto:justine.lesage@canada.ca
mailto:aafc.mediarelations-relationsmedias.aac@canada.ca
http://twitter.com/aafc_canada
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianAgriculture

