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Vineland launches new automation consulting service

Offering ranges from
assessments of existing
technology to
customized solutions

BY LILIAN SCHAER

Ontario Farmer

ineland Research & Inno-
Vvation Centre (Vineland) is
now offering automation con-
sulting services for the horticul-
ture sector.

Labour is a long-standing
challenge for growers and the
COVID-19 pandemic has only
served to exacerbate the issue,
leaving the industry to intensify
its search for solutions.

It can often be hard to know
where or how to take the first

Vineland Research & Innovation Centre is home to Canada’s Automation
Research Cluster, where projects like an automated cucumber picker
are in development.

step into automated technolo- pests, automating irrigation or
gies, whether it is helping with improving data collection and
scouting crops for disease and analysis.

And that’s where Vineland’s
new service is designed to fill a
gap in the industry. Its team of
in-house automation experts
includes researchers, engineers
and business specialists with
knowledge and experience in
data science, robotics, computer
vision and systems integration.

According to Vineland,
because horticultural operations
can vary widely, there’s no sin-
gle, off-the-shelf solution to
meet all needs. That’s why the
consultative process typically
starts with a technology assess-
ment and consultation — and
solutions can involve automating
asingle task or an entire produc-
tion system.

For fruit and vegetable farms
who already have some auto-
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SPECIALIZED AGRICULTURE EQUIPMENT

GET THE

BEST DEALS NOW

2016 JOHN DEERE S680

HRES EMG 1918; 5ER 1257, 620 [LIALS,
4WD, PYWE TALBRD, GPS READY

STK# 013001 | $315,000 CAD

2015 LEXION 760TT

HRS ERG 2005; SEP 1186,
TRACE, 2WD, HO FH, TURBD CHOP

STK# 012910 | $310,000 CAD

2012 LEXION 750TT

HRS EMG 2502, 5EP 1678, TRACK, 2%,
TURBQ CHOP, 28" ALIGER

STK# 13616| $150,000 CAD

Jeremy Moble hdichael Kunkz

519.319.9808 519.660.9407

2016 JOHN DEERE 5680

HRS EMG 1403 SEPI70, 620 DLIALS,
4WD, PWR TAILBRD, GPS READY

STK# 013000 | $299,000 CAD

USED MAGDON
HEADS IN STOCK!

VARIOUS ADAPTORS

COMING S00N!

2015 LEXION 750TT

HRS EMG 330E; 5EP 2236, TRACEK,
aWr HD FH 29 ALIGER,

STK# 13617 | $220,000 CAD

Mitch Clarle Bryan Smith

705.434.8766 416.6EE.4664

2017 CASEIH 7240

HEE: EMNG 2006 SEP 1210, MCHLN DLIALS,
A0, GPE, HYD EIN, ST CHP

STK# 012089 | $268,000 CAD

-
= -

2016 LEXION 740TT

HRS EMG 1843; SEP 1200
GRS, CAT A02HP MOTOR, LOADED

STH+# 010624 | $299,000 CAD

2019 LEXION 760TT

HRS EMG 70T SEP 425, TRACK, 2%,
HE FH, TURBC CHOFR, GPS REALDY

STK# 013045 | $595,000 CAD

Derak Hill Tyier Hoower

519.501.7839 519.263.2450

hjvequip.com | Alliston 705.435.3226 | Exeter 519.263.2450

mated systems on hand, the Vine-
land team can offer suggestions on
how to improve, expand and opti-
mize the existing technology. For
others, the answer might lie with a
customized solution.

There’s an opportunity to
learn more about automation in
horticulture on March 30 with a
free Vineland-hosted virtual
showcase.

Speakers include Niki Bennett,
Innovation Adaptation & Plant
Protection Lead with Ontario
Greenhouse Vegetable Growers;
Mycionics Inc. CEO Michael
Curry; Vineland’s Director of
Automation Hussam Haroun;
Next Generation Manufacturing
Canada CEQO Jayson Myers; Vine-
land CEO Ian Potter; Ray Price,
President of Sunterra Group; Bio-
enterprise Canada CEO Dave
Smardon; Kerry Wright, CEO of
the Canadian Agri-Food Automa-
tion & Intelligence Network; and
Chris McQueen, Vice President of
Operations at Vineland.

Niagara Region-based Vine-
land is also home to Canada’s
national automation research clus-
ter and is leading three projects
through that program. In develop-
ment are a cucumber harvesting
robot, an automated mushroom
harvester, and a smart irrigation
system for potted greenhouse
plants.

More information about the
automation consulting service is
available by emailing info@vine-
landresearch.com.

To register for the automation
showcase, visit https://www.
greenhousecanada.com/webinars/
sponsored-now-more-than-ever-
building-canada-wide-automa-
tion-solutions-for-horticulture/.

CFFO supports
allowing Russian N

he Christian Farmers Fed-

eration of Ontario is lend-
ing its support to the Ontario
Agri-Business Association
which is asking the federal
government to waive its new
tariff on nitrogen imports from
Russia.

The tariff was announced
May 3 as one of many mea-
sures to punish Russia for its
unprovoked invasion of The
Ukraine.

Fertilizer Canada said 85 to
90 per cent of the nitrogen for
Eastern Canada is imported
from Russia.

The CFFO and OABA want
shipments that were underway
before the tariff was announced
to be allowed to dock in Can-
ada and offload without appli-
cation of the new tariff.



